[Epilepsy and public education].
The social problems experienced by persons with epilepsy become increasingly apparent to those who work closely with group associations. The objective of our study was to obtain information on personal attitudes and knowledge about epilepsies. Primary and high-school teachers and professors (medical and non-medical areas) were submitted to a questionnaire which was designed to obtain this information. We concluded that most professors (including those of medical areas) do not know enough about epilepsies. We believe that problems which are perceived by epileptics regarding social aspects may be softened through improved education of the community in general. Continued education of medical practitioners, professors, teachers, patients and their families leads to a positive attitude towards epilepsies, which are essential and may help to improve life quality and the patient's medical treatment.